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LETTER FROM THE
EDITOR/HNIC

HERB VARLEY

Welcome back to “Living on the EIDGE”. 

We have reformatted, so this is Issue 1, Volume 2. 
Sorry for the long delay. 

There were things outside the HNIC’s control that made this happen. 
I never expected to be the leader of a zine, 

but here we are. 
 

The aim of this zine is to talk about EIDGE’s political struggles
 and living stories f rom the community, 

because far too often we talk about people when they’ve passed already.
Their lives are important, and we need to reflect that. 

We also recognize that the heavy drinkers community are not likely to
stop drinking, so we want to keep them as safe as possible.

 We do this through navigating nutrition, illicit drug use, housing,
intimate relationships, and whatever we can do. 

We do this because the drinkers community knows the drinkers
community best. As VANDU says, nothing about us, without us. 

 
Who keeps us safe? 

WE DO. 
Who makes change? 

WE DO.



 EIDGE’UTAINMENT
community voices

‘SVEN BLACK’

  Hello, I  am Sven Black, 
board member at VANDU, and committee member of
EIDGE. 
  My interests and contributions in this community
are peer navigation/liaison work within the
DTES/DEOD. This includes providing art, food once a
week, getting to know people personally, and helping
to build inf rastructures and capacities within our
organization for our membership and allies. 

One important goal is to hear the community and
amplify their voices. A big part of my work is to
weave together all the different talents of people in a
way that serves them and the community they’re in. 

     Nothing about us,          
           without us



 EIDGE’UTAINMENT
community voices
 ‘BOOM BOOM’

  Steering Committee member, Boom Boom, 
shares the story of how ‘Boom Boom Breakfast’ came to be!
 
  Boom Boom Breakfast, a well-loved and long-running f ixture at
the Drinkers Lounge, started 7 years ago. In the beginning, it
wasn’t just Boom Boom doing the breakfast; initially, it was a
group of women at the Drinkers Lounge who had gotten their
FoodSafe certif ication. The breakfast was started as a nice
nutritious way to end off the week, as prior to the breakfast, only
lunches had been provided to Lounge members.
 
  As community members really enjoyed the breakfasts, Boom
Boom took it upon herself to continue this new tradition. Fellow
EIDGE member George Sedore came along and joined in with the
breakfastsm and as George is really into BBQ, it became BBQ
breakfast for year and a half! When George began to work with
VANDU more, Boom Boom fully stepped into her role as the head
breakfast chef. 
 
  In her words, she thrives in those areas! This is truly when Boom
Boom Breakfast was born. Boom Boom loves doing work like this;
she looks forward to it every month and loves giving back to the
community in that way. Cooking is something that she has always
enjoyed. She thought about becoming an interior decorator or a
chef when she was little, and she’s been cooking ever since she
could see the top of a stove.
 



 EIDGE’UTAINMENT
community voices

bOOM BOOM

At one point, Boom Boom felt like services weren’t properly
accounted for f inancially, and after she voiced this at a Tuesday
meeting, members became upset. When management saw and
understood how much the breakfast meant to people, Boom Boom
received a well-deserved $20 raise.
 
In terms of breakfast preparation, it takes 8 or 9 hours total to
make breakfast. What’s on the menu?:
●  French toast: Boom Boom makes 3 loaves of French toast for
every breakfast
● 60 eggs: 30 eggs for French toast, 30 eggs for scrambled eggs
●  Sausages for protein: Her method is to start making the
sausages in the oven, and she uses uses olive oil to cook them.
This is the healthiest way to prepare them. As she’s she’s working
with many diets, she doesn’t want to overseason the food.
●  3 bags of loaded hash browns: Boom Boom adds garlic and
cheese to hash browns and eggs
 
Boom Boom Breakfast happens every last Friday of the month at
the Drinkers’ Lounge, 111 Princess Avenue. 



 EIDGE’UTAINMENT
community voices
gEORGE SEDORE

In this magazine, I mostly do nutrition, but I wanted to talk
about housing and community voices.
 
I’ve spent a lot of time walking down Hastings and talking to
the community. I ask them, “what’s the reason that you spend
so much time out here on the street?” 
 
A lot of them express to me that their SROs are crappy and
they feel unsafe, which is why they’re on the street. There’s
many buildings where the elevator has failed, which is diff icult
for people with disabilities. Some elevators have been out of
order for months. In many cases, the washroom is broken, and
the doors to peoples’ rooms don’t lock. So they spend their
time on the streets. They can chitchat with their f riends too,
because many SROs don’t allow visitors.
 
They feel safer there, they can hang out with their f riends. 
 
There are also convenient stores where people can buy on
credit. That means that there’s some business owners down
here who care about this community. 
 
There needs to be more understanding of people in the DTES
on Hastings. They’re not bad people, they’re just in a bad
situation. The police are not helping them by harassing them
on the street, and people are af raid. They don’t know where to
go next. If City Hall won’t help us, we will help us.
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COMM’UNITY KNOWL’EIDGE
Housing & resources

Boom Boom, one of EIDGE’s
Steering Committee

members and a leader in the
DTES community, shares

her experience
 at the ‘Connecting Our

Streets: DTES Meets the West
End’ event at Gordon House in
November 2024, and how she

came to be serving her 
BOOM BOOM Breakfasts 
at the Drinkers Lounge.

 
Interview by Tuyaa
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EIDGE’UTAINMENT
survivors and champions

An intimate look into the life of our 
HNIC Herb Varley
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ART FROM THE EIDGES OF
THE DTES

Featuring: Jim Jarvis
-65 yrs old

-from Winnipeg MB.
-Anishnabi Cree

-French.



IN MEMORIAM
Rest in Power

Sky 
Mike 
Billy 

Stepheney 
Delores Howard 
Joeseph Howard 
Barney Howard 

Barnabus Howard 
Lillian H. 
Marc H. 

Shawn Giroux
Melissa Giroux
Shane O’Pack

Trey Halten
Adeline
Sammy

Talla

We acknowledge all those 
not named here.

















OUR STREETS FOOT SOAK



OUR STREETS FOOT SOAK
(CONTINUED)



RIBBON SHIRTS WITH WAHRS



BEADING WITH ELDER BRUCE
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From left to right: Mark, Tuyaa, Boom
Boom, Herb, Tyler, Atika, Sven, George

Your editorial board


